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In our last newsletter we made the appeal to help 

us raise $4,000 needed to construct a protective 

cover for our vintage Advance -Rumely threshing 

machine. The call was answered and the response 

was overwhelming!  

 

Thanks to generous donors and the San Juan  

Island Community Foundation, a total of $6,875 

was raised during the San Juan County Fair 

Matching Grant program. The program is made 

possible by the San Juan Island Community 

Foundation and benefits specific needs for select 

non profits.  

 

The additional funding will allow for an improved 

interpretive display with additional descriptive 

signage illustrating how the machine worked. 

The thresher will be an outside exhibit and will 

tie into the Museum of History and Industry 

(MHI) farming exhibit wing.  

 

This year was the second time the Community 

Foundation chose the Museum as a beneficiary of 

the program. In 2014, $10,000 was raised from 

the program which was used in the development 

of the atrium/welcoming wing of the MHI.  

 

The Community Foundation has provided much  

needed support over the years for other Museum 

projects such as the structural expansion of the 

MHI, expanded oral history collection, fire -proof 

photo storage cabinet and office copier.  

 

In recently discovered details about the thresher, 

the late Ed Tuck recalled a tale of the thresherõs    

arrival on the island in 1917. He described it as 

arriving via barge and created quite a spectacle 

as it made its way up the hill, Spring Street. We 

canõt think of a more fitting tribute for marking 

its 100 year arrival on the island.  

 

We are most appreciative of the San Juan Island   

Community Foundation and the donors that have 

made this project possible. Thank you for your 

support of this project!  

We did it! Thank you!  

Fall 2016 

Give the gift of local history  

For the history buff on you gift list we have an assortment of 

options. The popular Friday Harbor and San Juan Island 

books, postcards, gift memberships, image reproductions 

from the collection and other local history publications. You 

will feel even better knowing that 100% of the proceeds from 

the sales of the Friday Harbor and San Juan Island books 

benefit the Museum. You can order by phone, email or call 

ahead to stop by. You can reach us at 378 -3949  

or museum_admin@sjmuseum.org  
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Museum of History and Industry Update: Moving on to the next phase  

Work on the farming exhibit wing will begin 

soon and in two stages. Thanks to a successful 

fundraising campaign for the thresher cover, 

construction will begin within the next month. 

The thresher is an important element in the  

overall plan for the Museum of History and      

Industry, (MHI).  

 

Early in the New Year, inside work will begin 

which will be showcased by an iconic island    

artifact: settler Jim Crookõs homemade one-of-a-

kind carding machine, used for processing wool. 

from the sheep he raised. He made his own 

clothesñhats, jackets and pants ñfrom wool that 

was processed on this machine.  

 

The 20-foot-long, two -ton carding machine    

fashioned from a manure spreader and spare 

tractor parts, is imposing in size and is an       

example of the ingenuity that Jim Crook         

exhibited his entire life. For more on the         

fascinating life of farmer and inventor Jim 

Crook, visit: washingtonruralheritage.org and 

search for Jim Crook.  

 

The farming exhibit wing will encompass the 

most square footage of all the exhibit areas.     

Preliminary work has been completed to the 

main entrance to farming area as well as a stair 

accessible hayloft for additional exhibit space.  

 

Several large components will highlight the 

farming wing including a vintage tractor being 

donated by a private collector. From the Museum         

collection, a hit and miss engine, a fanning mill 

and a seed spreader will round out the collection 

of larger artifacts. Stay tuned!  

Partial funding of the MHI has been made possible by grants from the Heritage Capital Project Fund administered by the Washin gton State Historical Society.  

Ways to help in the continuing development of the MHI  

Purchase a commemorative brick: Pave the way to the completion 

of the MHI. By purchasing a brick for $250 you will support the        

continuing development of the MHI. Do it for yourself, your family or 

as a memorial. Ten bricks have been installed and more are on the 

way. We make it easy for you. Please visit our website, sjmuseum.org 

and go to the link where you can personalize and purchase your brick 

all in one place.  
 

Become a donor: Financial contributions of all denominations are 

needed to assist in continuing our work on this exciting project. You can make a donation to a   

particular exhibit wing or a part of an exhibit. You can also donate your energy, creative talents and 

enthusiasm to get us closer to reaching our goal of completion.  
 

See for yourself: Take a tour. We are confident you will like what you see. Call or email to arrange a 

personal, behind -the-scenes tour with Museum Director, Kevin Loftus.  
 

We remain committed to forgoing loans and other debt to fund this project. We rely on 

grants, individual financial contributions and donations of in -kind services and materials.  

Jim Crook gazes upon his magnificent carding machine in this 

undated image.  


